Teacher: Yao Xiaoning

Host School: Correia Middle School, San Diego, CA

Grade Level: Grade 7 & 8
Subject: Peking Opera Mask Making

Time: One period (50 mins)

Materials: a video; construction paper; art markers; pictures of opera masks
Objectives: After this lesson, students will be able to introduce Peking Opera Masks and the meanings of different colors used on the masks.
Content: 1. Background of Peking Opera and meanings of different colors
        2. Make a mask
Step 1 Introduce some background knowledge of Peking Opera

Background Information: Peking opera (also known as Beijing Opera) has a history of over 200 years. The music originated from Xipi and Erhuang, in Anhui and Hubei, respectively, and over time techniques from many other local operas were incorporated.

Peking opera began when the famous four Anhui opera troupes came to Beijing after 1790. Peking opera developed quickly during the reign of Emperor Qianlong and the Empress Dowager Cixi under the imperial patron, and eventually became more accessible to the common people.

Long ago, Beijing Opera was performed on open-air stages in markets, streets, teahouses, or temple courtyards. In order to be heard over the crowds, the orchestra was forced to play loudly while the performers had to develop a piercing style of singing. The stages were lit by oil lamps and were so dim that the costumes were intentionally designed to be gawdy and made from harsh, contrasting colors.

Peking Opera is a harmonious combination of Grand Opera, Ballet and acrobatic display, In each performance, there is dancing, dialogue, monologue, acrobatic combat and mime. This type of opera is thus more physically demanding, requiring an actor or actress to be more diversely qualified than those in other forms of performing art. He or she has to be a performing artist, a singer, and a dancer at the same time. It usually takes the student more than ten years of training to learn singing and acrobatic skills. Therefore, it is often extremely difficult and challenging to become an able performer in Peking Opera.
Step 2 Introduce the meanings of different colors used on opera masks

Color Symbolism in Peking Opera Masks
· Red: loyalty, courage

· Purple: wisdom, bravery, steadfastness

· Black: loyalty, integrity

· Watery white: cruelty, treachery

· Oily white: inflated, domineering

· Blue: valor, resolution

· Green: chivalry

· Yellow: brutality

· Gray: an old scoundrel

· Gold and silver: supernatural (demons, Buddhas, spirits)

· Dark red: loyal, time-tested warrior

· Pink: humor
Step 3 Enjoy a video about Peking Opera Masks
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LUX7ET4ylEQ 

Step 4 Make an opera mask
1. Draw a sketch.

2. Choose colors.

3. Color the mask. Teacher helps students review colors in Chinese by asking 这是什么颜色？
Step 5 Display masks
    Students are required to introduce the colors they use in Chinese and why they use such colors.
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