Teacher: Yao Xiaoning
Host School: Correia Middle School, San Diego, CA

Grade Level: Grade 7&8

Subject: My birthday

Time: one period (50 minutes)

Materials: Textbook “Ni Hao” and workbook; Chinese calendar

Objectives: After this lesson, students will be able to introduce their own birthday and ask about other people’s birthday.

Content: Language---你的生日是几月几号？(When is your birthday?)

我的生日是一月十五号。(My birthday is January 15.)

                 你是哪年生的？(Which year were you born in?)
我是一九九七年生的。(I was born in 1997.)
      Culture---Chinese calendar

Step 1 Check homework and review (5 mins)
     Check yesterday’s homework and ask students some questions like: 

     今天几月几号？星期几？( What’s the date of today? What day is it today?)
     昨天几月几号？星期几？(What was the date of yesterday? What day was it yesterday?)
     明天呢？(How about tomorrow?)
Step 2 Culture---Chinese calendar (10 mins)
1. Show students the Chinese calendar and let them read the introduction about Chinese calendar in the textbook. 
2. And then show them the difference between a regular day and weekend as well as special holidays on the calendar.

3. Ask students to introduce the year, the month, the date and the day of the week according to one page from the calendar. 今天是二〇一一年一月十日，星期一。

Step 3 New sentence patterns (25 mins)
1. Teacher introduces her own birthday using her birthday page from the calendar using the sentence pattern “我的生日是二月五号。”
2. Ask one student “你的生日是几月几号？” Help him answer the question in Chinese and find his birthday page. Anyone who can answer the question right will get his/her birthday page.
3. Read the dialogue in the textbook in pairs.

4. Learn the new sentence pattern “你是哪年生的？我是一九九七年生的。”
Step 4 Practice (10 mins)
     Workbook exercise : Each student introduces his/her birthday to the whole class with his/her birthday page while others keep records to see “ Which month is the popular birthday month for this class?” “ Which date is the popular birthday date? “ How many students were born in 1997/1998?” 

Step 5 Homework

     Workbook Page 6
